MOORE

THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

AN AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

BSDO3 THE TWELVE PROPHETS

Unit coordinator Dr Andrew Shead
andrew.shead@moore.edu.au
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Status Elective

Co/pre-requisites None

WORKLOAD TOTAL ‘
Credit points 6
Duration 1 semester
Weekly Lecture Content? 15
Essay Development Activities 20
Essay Preparation and Writing 40
Recommended Reading 20
Biblical exposition activities 30
Foundational Knowledge Quizzes 7
Mapping Exercise 3
Further reading and reflection 15
Total commitment hours 150

GENERAL AIM:

The unit introduces the student to the Twelve Prophets of the Old Testament (Hosea to Malachi), as individual
books and as a coherent collection. It helps the student to read the Old Testament prophets aware of their
historical, literary and theological nature, and to understand both their meaning for original readers, and their
significance as Christian Scripture. Students will develop their competence as careful readers of the text, and
be able to show how these ancient texts uniquely reveal and adorn the character of God.

1 The 13 lectures take about 6 hours to read slowly. Time is allowed for two readings, including activities along the way.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

text

At the end of this unit, students should be able to: ft:ar?buuattees
1. Describe the context, structure and message of each book of the Twelve Prophets GA1
2. Explain the literary and theological connections between the Twelve Prophets GA1l
3. Show how literary features of prophetic poetry add to the impact of the message GA1
4, Evaluate sermons on the Twelve Prophets GA2,7
5. Discuss a major theme in a selected book, and illustrate its distinctive features from the GA1l,2,4

CONTENT

1. The historical and canonical context and coherence of the Twelve Prophets

2. A concise exposition and theological analysis of each individual book

3. The theology of the Twelve and their relationship with the rest of the Bible

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS

Weekly Lecture content

Exegetical activities

Recommended readings

Essay Development activities

Foundational knowledge quizzes

Peer assessments
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ASSESSMENT METHODS ‘

Foundational knowledge quizzes L01,2
100 Multiple Choice Questions. The quizzes help you consolidate your learning of the unit
content. You must complete all quizzes and achieve an overall score above 90% to pass the unit.
You are allowed unlimited attempts but must complete the quizzes satisfactorily before the end
of the final assessment week. These quizzes do not contribute marks towards your final grade in
the unit.

Three biblical theology exposition activities LO3,4
Tutor and peer assessment. 500 words each
Weighting: 45%

Thematic assignment LOS5
Involves two development activities, 500 words in total (10%). Aim: the first helps you take what
you have been reading and begin to organise it around your chosen essay question. The second
activity helps you to produce an outline of your essay. Essay, 1500 words.

Weighting: 55%

Note for students: Please refer to the DBT Handbook for College requirements on assessments, including
presentation, correct referencing of sources, word limits and late submission.

PROGRESSION ‘

Successful completion of this unit requires:
1. An overall result of 50% or better
2. 50% or better in the final essay submission
3. Completing the Foundational Knowledge Quizzes with an overall score above 90%
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RECOMMENDED READING
Reading that will assist the student to achieve the unit learning outcomes

NOTE: the entire biblical text should be carefully read. The second number in the pages column, e.g. +9, +4,
etc., may be multiplied by 4 to arrive at the time allowed for carefully reading the biblical text.

Lecture | Author(s) Title and Publisher pages
1 — There is no reading for the first lecture; instead, do the set mapping exercises.
2 Your major essay needs to explore a theme across the Twelve Prophets, and this
canonical week’s readings give two quite different examples of what this might look like. As
context you read them, take notes and use them towards the first development activity,
due in week 9.
Yates 14
Gary ;E ‘The Problem of Repentance and Relapse as a Unifying Theme in the Book of
the Twelve.” Themelios 41 (2016): 248-62.
Scaiola, ‘The Twelve, One or Many Books? A Theological Proposal.” Pages 180-93 in 13
Donatella. The Book of the Twelve: One Book or Many? Metz Conference Proceedings 5-
7 November 2015, Elena di Pede and Donatella Scaiola eds. FAT 2nd series
91. Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2016.
3 READ THIS FOR THE FIRST EXEGETICAL WORKSHOP:
Hosea Patterson, ‘Portraits from a Prophet’s Portfolio: Hosea 4.” Bibliotheca Sacra 165 (2008): | 14
Richard D. 294-308. +9
4 Here is another reading that will be useful for your essay. It starts with a theme
Joel that emerges from Joel in particular, and goes from there to raise two more
themes that carry through the Twelve Prophets. Once again, make sure you take
notes for week 9. 13
Nogalski, ) ) ) )
James D ‘Recurring Themes in the Book of the Twelve: Creating Points of Contact for | +4
a Theological Reading.’ Pages 181-94 in The Book of the Twelve and Beyond:
Collected Essays of James D. Nogalski. AlL 29. Atlanta: SBL, 2017.
5 READ THIS FOR THE SECOND EXEGETICAL WORKSHOP:
Amos Noble, ‘The Literary Structure of Amos: A Thematic Analysis.” Journal of Biblical 17
Paul R. Literature 114 (1995): 209-26. +7
6 This reading will give you some material on major themes in the Twelve Prophets
Obadiah, for your first development activity. But more significantly it explores what
Jonah Christian application of these themes, and Jonah in particular, might look like.
Timmer, A Gracious and Compassionate God: Mission, Salvation and Spirituality in the | 20
Daniel C. Book of Jonah. NSBT 26. Nottingham: Apollos, 2011, pages 135-154. +3
7 READ THIS FOR THE THIRD EXEGETICAL WORKSHOP:
Micah Achtemeier, | Preaching from the Minor Prophets: Texts and Sermon Suggestions. Grand 14
Elizabeth Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. Pages 64-78. +5
8 Nahum, This reading does three important things: (1) it revises the historical context of the
Habakkuk, fall of Judah from lecture 1; (2) it shows how some major themes in the Twelve are
Zephaniah expressed in these three books; (3) and it touches on the literary artistry of each
book. 29+7
Robertson The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah. NICOT. Grand Rapids:
o Palmer' Eerdmans, 1990. Pages 1-29.
9 YOUR FIRST DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY IS DUE THIS WEEK. This article and the
Haggai, next one explore a new and important theme, that of the Messiah. Once again,
Zech 1-8 they could be very helpful for your contribution to the essay reading workshop.
Duguid, ‘Messianic Themes in Zechariah 9-14’. Pages 265—80 in The Lord’s Anointed. 15
lain. Interpretation of Old Testament Messianic Texts. Edited by Philip E. +7
Satterthwaite, Richard S. Hess and Gordon J. Wenham. Carlisle: Paternoster
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/ Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995.

10 Petterson, ‘The Shape of Davidic Hope across the Book of the Twelve.” JSOT 35 (2010): 21
Zech 9-14 | Anthony R. | 225-46. +5
11 YOUR SECOND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY, ON ESSAY STRUCTURE, IS DUE
Malachi THIS WEEK. The two short articles that are set for lecture 11 will contribute in
different ways to the quality of your essay. Clendenen will help you consider the
way a non-poetic text can generate emotional impact, and Watts will suggest a
way of framing all Twelve Prophets within a single theological story.
Clendenen. | ‘A Passionate Prophet: Reading Emotions in the Book of Malachi’, Bulletin 14
E. Ray. for Biblical Research 23 (2013), 207-21. +3
Watts, ‘A Frame for the Book of the Twelve: Hosea 1-3 and Malachi.” Conference 9
John D. W. | paper for The Formation of the Book of the Twelve Seminar, SBL 1997.
https://www.uni-due.de/~gev020/twelve/watts-frame.html.
12 This reading is challenging but worth the effort. It gives a masterful account of the
the 12 logic of the sequence of the Twelve; some insights into the theme of judgment and
in the hope; and a profound examination of the verse in Habakkuk that Paul quotes in
Bible Rom 1:17: ‘the righteous by faith shall live.” You might even see Romans with new
Watson, eyes. 31
Francis. Paul and the Hermeneutics of Faith. 2nd edn. London: T&T Clark, 2016, pp.
119-150.
13 Here is the perfect reading to conclude this unit. It goes back to the start, and tells
theology the story of the Twelve Prophets as a story about the character of God. It is clear,
of the 12 simple, and heart-warming, and a great way to consolidate what you have
learned. 20
House, . . .
Paul R ‘The Character of God in the Book of the Twelve.” Pages 125-45 in Reading

and Hearing the Book of the Twelve, edited by James D. Nogalski & M. A.
Sweeney. SBL Symposium Series 15. Atlanta: SBL, 2000.

Total recommended reading

294 pages
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